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Addameer Programs:

Legal counseling program: Provision of free legal representation and advice to hundreds of
Palestinian detainees and their families through following cases of torture, court sessions, regular
visits and legal guidance.

Documentation and Research program: Documentation of the violations committed against
Palestinian detainees and monitors their detention conditions through regular prison visits, and
collects detailed statistics and information on detainees, which serve as the basis for its annual
and thematic publications.

Advocacy and Lobbying program: Addameer’s Advocacy Unit leads several activities and
campaigns locally, regionally and internationally in cooperation with numerous solidarity groups
that support the prisoners’ cause and their freedom

Training and Awareness program: Meetings with different sectors are held within this program in
order to raise awareness about prisoners’ rights. In addition, Addameer holds training sessions
to strengthen human rights awareness and to increase the role of youth in protecting human
rights through “Addama’er” program.



ADDAMEER Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association:

ADDAMEER Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association is a Palestinian non-governmental, civil
institution that works to support Palestinian political prisoners held in Israeli and Palestinian prisons.
Addameer was established in 1992 in Jerusalem by a group of human rights activists that support
prisoners and work to end torture and other violations of prisoners’ rights through monitoring, legal
procedures and solidarity campaigns.

Addameer enjoys the support of a volunteer body called “Addama’er”, which believes in Addameer’s
goals and participates in the activities held by the association. They also work in supporting it
financially and morally.

Addameer is an executive member in the Palestinian NGO Network, the Palestinian Human Rights
Organizations Council, the regional and local Coalition Against Death Penalty, and the International
Coalition Against Torture.

Addameer believes in the universality of human rights that are based on respect for human dignity,
and their complete and equal application according to international conventions and norms.

Addameer also believes in the necessity of building a free democratic Palestinian society where
justice, equality and law prevails as well as respect of a person’s right to self-determination.

Objectives:
End torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment inflicted upon Palestinian
prisoners.

End arbitrary detentions and arrests; abolish the death penalty; and guarantee fair, impartial and
public trials.

Support political prisoners and prisoners of conscience by providing them with legal aid and
social and moral assistance and undertaking advocacy on their behalf.

Push for legislations that guarantee human rights and basic freedoms and ensure their
implementation on the ground.

Raise awareness of human rights and rule of law issues in the local community.

Ensure respect for democratic values in the local community, based on political diversity and
freedom of opinion and expression.

Lobby for international support and solidarity for Palestinians’ legitimate rights.



substantial way. This helped in creating a financial sustainability inthe short run. Further
to this, the association submitted two projects; one to the Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign affairs that was accepted, and another to the British association, Segred Trust,
which will create a long-term partnership for at least six years to come. In addition
Addameer obtained support from the Swiss institution, Heks, through the Arab
Association for Human Rights in Nazareth, and the Hex organization communicated
with the association directly after. Addameer also developed its relationship with the
Spanish institution Mundubat, through submitting mutual projects that that we will
be receiving responses to during the next year.

The Addameer treasurer succeeded in building a new relationship with an expatriate
Palestinian businessman who gave a donation for the prisoners’ issue. The association
is hoping to sustain and develop this relationship over the next year.

The association published a new introductory brochure in its twentieth anniversary.
Also, managerial and financial reports were issued to the concerned parties.

Themainobstacle Addameerfaced onthefinanciallevelistheinability of the association
to raise independent sources of funding that allows it to compensate for the possibility
of saving funds and make end of service payments, what makes it imperative for the
Board of Directors, in cooperation with the association’s administration to develop a
detailed plan for future action.
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organized. All departments submitted monthly work reports, and financial and
management mid-year reports were prepared. Most of the employees contributed in
the review process for the association and its external and internal environment. In
addition a strategic plan, detailed work plans and financial plans were prepared for
the next three years.

The association did not have the chance to build a general electronic archive yet. This
is mainly due to the lack of adequate financial resources, and the work load on the
units coordinator, because of the absence of the administrative assistant who is on
maternity leave, therefore the unit coordinator has to perform all tasks in addition to
his duties.

The association prepared a training program specialized for lawyers and staff working
in the documentation and lobbying and advocacy units during the year. Other
organizations whose work involves prisoners’ cases also participated. The training
program related to the international judicial status of Palestine, and the ways it could
be used to benefit Palestinian prisoners’ cases.

In addition, some colleagues participated in various external training. Colleagues in
the Lobbying and Advocacy unit participated in training that focused on new media
and its use in human rights’ cases, they also participated in a photography workshop.
Other colleagues from the Documentation unit participated in training for monitoring
regional detention places and also took a Hebrew course. Some staff from the Lobbying
and Advocacy department also trained in management and participated in training
held by Christian Aid, which is a partner of Addameers’ in monitoring and evaluation.

Addameer held the annual general assembly meeting, where a new Board of Directors
was elected, financial and managerial reports were created, and an auditor was
appointed. All procedures concerning these alterations were followed up by the
governmental departments and banks.

Addameer developed its relationship with donors during the year in a serious and
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Results:

1. Providing a supportive internal environment that helps
employees to achieve their plans efficiently and effectively.

2. Maintaining the association’s sustainability.

During the year the administrative unit followed all activities related to the
management of human resources, and some procedures and administrative forms
were developed. One of the biggest issues that confronted the association during the
year on an administrative and financial level, was the transfer of the association’s
accounts from the Arab Bank to the Bank of Palestine after twenty years with the Arab
Bank. This was an unfair decision made by the Arab Bank after Addameer’s office was
raided by the Israeli Occupation Forces, as the bank feared prosecution. This decision
by the Arab Bank did not take into consideration the nature of the association’s work,
and the prisoners issues, or any other national consideration. It is worth mentioning
that several Palestinian civil organizations faced this kind of policy by the Arab Bank
during the year of 2013.

During the year, the lawyer for the Palestinian Authority cases, the awareness and
training program coordinator, the media coordinator, and the lawyer following
prisoners’ cases in Ofer court resigned. A new lawyer who used to be an intern lawyer
at the association was employed; in addition a legal assistant, a media coordinator, a
field researcher only for Jerusalem, and a part time fundraiser were also employed.

Addameer continued developing a process for monitoring and evaluating its’ action
plan. Some of the board of directors participated in the evaluation and strategic
planning meeting for 2014-2016. The Board played a key role during the work and
follow-up of the association, its employees and financial position. The Board also
contributed actively in the twentieth anniversary of the association and in the ongoing
hunger strikes supporting activities.

Systematic staff meetings for evaluating and following the monthly action plan were
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Forth Strategic Goal:

Develop and improve the
association’s capacity to achieve =
its goals effectively and efficiently. !




During the year, Addameer arranged an evaluation for this experience, which leads to
the belief of the necessity of continuing the program. The three organizations worked
on preparing a complete program for the coming years 2014-2016. Organizations
from the Gaza Strip and Palestinian camps in Lebanon participated in the program.
Unfortunately the project was stopped as Addameer did not receive consent from the

donors to proceed, but Addameer
will keep on trying to find funding
for it.

Addameer needs a serious review
for this program; A reassessment
of the approach for choosing
the participating activists is also
needed. Addameer sees that
this program could have a strong
public base, if it was committed to
its goals, and the activities were
followed. This makes it important

to find a new efficient coordinator for the program to work with these groups,
someone who has a high level of involvement in the prisoners’ issue, and the human

rights’ issues in general.

Addameer Prisoner Support and

Human Rights Association

54 Annual Report 2013




The program’s coordinator resigned during the year,and Addameer was facing financial
difficulties, therefore the vacancy was not filled. This affected the communication of
the group and the ability to monitor its activities. However, before the year ended,
and after hiring a new media coordinator, the communication with the group was
restored, and the activity was revived through discussing the program, explaining
Addameer’s expectations from the group and the activists’ expectations, and a work
program was made for 2014.

Through the partnership between Addameer and Christian Aid, Addameer developed
a joint work program, from previous Addama’er groups, with a group of activists from
the Arab Association of Human Rights from Nazareth, through the “Haq” program.
This was in addition to the Youth program that is held by the Palestinian Center for
Peace and Democracy.

The program aimed to fill the
gap that has been caused by the
occupation’s actions of dividing the
Palestinian community and cutting
the connection between its people.
Two meetings were conducted
between these different groups, the
first meeting discussed the identity
issues, and how every Palestinian
sees this identity, and the differences
between people in the occupied
territories in 1948, the people from
1967 territories and people in Diaspora. The second meeting focused on the overall
work of the association, and showed the reality of human rights in different areas,
they also met a former prisoner and a field visit took place in the Jordan Valley.
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The first
interim goal

Increase the awareness of individuals and groups whose rights have been
violated.

First result:

Organize local leaders and provide them with the knowledge and direct them
to work in their communities in raising awareness on civil and political rights
and protecting these rights in their local communities

-

Indicators:
1. Choose a group of community activists.

2. Implement theoretical training about civil and political rights for
the group.

3. Implement practical activities related to the training.

4. Implement awareness programs concerning civil and political
rights, and activate the community around it.

/

The awareness and training program continued working with the chosen group in
late 2012 from Hebron; the group contained 25 activists, 13 males and 12 females.
Three training meetings were arranged to discuss international humanitarian law,
international human rights law, the definition of normalization and the relationship
with Israeli activist groups about the subject of resistance against the Apartheid Wall
and settlements. There was also another meeting held about starting groups, working
as a team and how to plan lobbying and advocacy campaigns.
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not to give up on the right to join international treaties. This pressure was enhanced
after the decision to go back to negotiations was made, which obliged Palestine not
to sign any international treaty for a period of nine months. In addition, organizations
raised this issue in all official gatherings with country representatives or with decision
makers on the official level, such as meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs in the
context of preparing a report for reviewing the Human Rights Council report for the
occupying state in its Universal Periodic Review (UPR).

Through participating in the MENA Regional Forum for Monitoring Places of Detention
and Prevention of Torture centers, Addameer had the opportunity to meet with
several Arab human rights’ organizations dealing with political and civil rights issues
in 13 different Arab countries. Information about various violations that political and
community activist go through in these countries was exchanged. In addition, they
looked for ways to face these policies and for available tools to end impunity in the
Arab world.
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In light of Addameer’s involvement in the Palestinian prisoners’ hunger strikes
inside Israeli jails, and the political developments that took place after returning
to unconditional negotiations, Addameer reconsidered the feasibility of holding a
workshop on political rights and freedoms, and therefore it did not implement the
workshop with PNGO.

It was also agreed that Addameer would not prepare a paper on the arrests and
security coordination at this stage, because of the decision to return to negotiations,
and the authorities treatment to people who opposed this decision. Therefore, the
assessment was that such a paper at this time would put the association under further
prosecution by the security authorities.

Second result:
Improve the participation of local, regional, and international coalitions to
recruit public opinion that supports ending the policy of impunity

1. Continue pressure through the Palestinian NGO Network (PNGO).

2. Continue pressure through Palestinian Human Rights
Organizations Council.

Indicators:

3. Strengthen the relationships with human rights organization in
the Arab world.

Addameer intensified its efforts during the past year, through PHROC and PNGO, in
following up the issue concerning the Palestinian Authorities responsibilities within
the United Nations to sign the international agreements and treaties that will ensure
human rights in the Palestinian community.

These pressures included sending an open message to the Palestinian Authority’s
President, and meeting with the person in charge of the negotiation files to warn him
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The Documentation and Research Unit worked hard on documenting the numbers
and names of Palestinian prisoners during the past year. It documented three
affidavits from released prisoners who were tortured, including one who lost his voice
as a result of the torture. Unfortunately the prisoners refused to submit complaints.
Moreover, the unit interviewed Qaher Abu Kamal, who was on hunger strike in protest
against the degrading treatment they are exposed to. We also documented his torture
experience through an affidavit.

Addameerobservedanincreasein the persecution and questioning of college students,
especially at Hebron University, Al-Najah University and Birzeit University during the
past year. The association planned a field visit to Al-Najah University in Nablus, and
interviewed five students who were questioned and arrested more than once, some
of whom were tortured. Also, the association visited Birzeit University, and met with
three students that had been under arrest more than once for investigation purposes.

Addameer documented the details of the Palestinian Authorities’ assault on the
peaceful protests against negotiations in Ramallah, and it interviewed five people
who were assaulted.

Addameer participated in a convention regarding the political arrests by the Palestinian
Authority, which was held by the student council in Birzeit University.

Addameer informed all official international agencies it met during the year, about
the violations committed by the Palestinian Authorities, particularly the EU member
countries, who are considered the biggest donors to the Palestinian Authority.

Addameer supplied the Palestinian Human Rights Organizations’ Council with all the
details regarding the violations that had been documented. It also contributed in
presenting these violations and stressed the need to respect legal authorities and
human rights standards, especially after gaining a Non-Member Observer seat at the
United Nations, and with official bodies such as the Ministry of Justice and Ministry of
Interior.
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Second Interim
Goal

Ensure accountability and stop impunity with regards to violations related to
politics and civil rights.

First result:

Observe, document and publish violations concerning torture and death
penalties

K Indicators:

1. Monitoring and documenting torture in the Palestinian Authority
jails.

2.  Publish individual cases of people who were tortured and prepare
a factsheet summarizing the annual situation of each individual.

3. Pressure various official bodies to put an end to the policy of
torture.

4. Implement workshops with the Palestinian Non-Governmental
Organizations Network (PNGO) and Freedoms Committee to
follow up on maintaining public freedom, civil and political rights.

5. Prepare a factsheet about the arrest of human rights’ defenders

and past political prisoners. /

Various Palestinian Security agencies continue to interrupt the work of Addameer,
through preventing lawyers to visit prisoners, or through ignoring visiting applications
and stalling the arrangements for the visits. This has led the Documentation and
Research Unit to intensify its connections with the political prisoners families on one
hand, and intensify its connection with the prisoners’ committee in the Parliament,
including some of its members and lawyers who are following the legal suits, on the
other hand.
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the international treaties of human rights, which would allow for questioning the
Authority and its Security Agencies on the violations that Palestinian people encounter,
particularly in relation to their civil and political rights.

Addameer will always be prepared to monitor the internal situation with the tools it has
to fight arbitrary detention policies, torture and other violations that political prisoners
face.

Second result:

Monitoring new legislation concerning political prisoners’ cases and their civil
and political rights, to ensure its commitment to international human rights’
standards.

The Palestinian political division continued during the year. Since 2006 no changes have
taken place in the Palestinian Parliament. In 2013 there were no presidential decrees
relating to the association’s field of work, therefore, Addameer had no activity with
regards to this aspect.
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The first
interim goal

Provide protection and support for the victims of political and civil rights
violations.

First result:
Provide legal support for arbitrarily arrested political prisoners

/ Indicators:

1. Representing political prisoners legally and professionally.

2. Submittingcivil penalsuitsagainstsecurityagenciesfordisrespecting
court orders.

3. Presenting complaints for torturing prisoners if the prisoner agrees.

4. Presenting international complaints about arbitrary arrest. /

A decrease in the number of political prisoners in the various Palestinian Security
Agencies has been observed. Only three cases were submitted during the year, and
they were presented in front of civil courts. Criminal indictments are submitted to
Palestinian Civil courts for those prisoners whose crimes generally involve activities
such as; money laundering and the defaming of public figures. This year Addameer
succeeded in closing one of the prisoners’ cases after it quashed the indictment.

Addameer faced difficulties in convincing prisoners to testify against the criminal
and civil suits brought against them and especially regarding their complaints about
torture due to their fear of being rearrested after proceedings due to the Palestinian
community’s lack of trust in the Palestinian judicial system and its ability to hold the
perpetrators accountable.

The Palestinian Authority did not commit to its responsibilities after it became a
Non-Member Observer State in the United Nations, in terms of signing and joining
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standards and provisions of
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in Arabic, in addition to publishing two issues of its electronic newsletter.

Social media sites have been followed-up widely and there has been an increase in
the number of its followers on a daily basis. At the end of the year, the number of the
association’s Facebook followers reached 6,527, while it reached 6,708 on Twitter.

During 2013, Addameer published the annual violations’ report for 2012 and three
factsheets on administrative detention, the global security services company G4S, and
the Palestinians in Israeli prisons prior to Oslo. Addameer also issued a special report
on the attacks by the occupation prison’s special units, and another report on the
arrests related to resisting the construction of the Apartheid Wall.

Palestinian TV prepared a special report on the “Special Units” report by Addameer,
and they hosted the association’s lawyer in their news bulletin.

Addameer also completed a report on the economic exploitation of prisoners’, which
was read by some friends and experts in the field to review and comment on. The
report will be published in 2014.

Addameer prepared a special event commemorating its 20 year anniversary, which
included a photo gallery of female Palestinian prisoners, and was carried out in
partnership with the United Nations Women’s fund. The event included a reception
where the association invited the Ministry of Prisoner Affairs, many local organizations,
the prisoners’ families, former prisoners, and international representatives to the
Palestinian Authority. The ceremony included a tribute to the founders of Addameer
who have stood by and supported the association for more than 20 years. A short
film about the association was produced specially for the occasion, and a special logo
for the occasion was prepared. In addition, a brochure on the association was re-
designed.
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Addameer, in collaboration with various solidarity groups in the United States
implemented a tour that included many of the major cities such as San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, Washington, and Michigan. During the
tour, the association met with grassroots networks and organizations that work on
the prisoners’ issues in the United States such as the solidarity campaigns for African
political prisoners, Albork prisoners, a network that operates against the policy of
solitary confinementin Los Angeles’s prisons and many others. Addameer also met with
Congress Members during the tour, particularly from the Human Rights Commission.
This tour highlighted fundamental issues such as isolation, administrative detention,
and the similarities in the policies of targeting political prisoners in both the United
States and the Occupied Territory, and emphasized the possibility of coordinating
efforts to address these policies.

The association also participated in many international conferences in the field of
human rights, and prisoners’ issues, such as the tour in South Africa, and the launch of
the international campaign “Release Marwan Barghouti and all Palestinian Prisoners.”
Addameer also participated in two conferences in different French cities, the first of
which was by the Committee for Solidarity with the Palestinian People, while the other
was with the Humanity Festival organized by the French Communist Party. Addameer
also took part in the World Social Forum held in Tunisia. Addameer was also part
of the Women’s Cinema Festival in Basque, in which it presented an analysis on the
documentary film “Roadmap to Apartheid.” The association also participated in the
“Twenty years after Oslo” conference organized by Oslo solidarity groups. Finally,
Addameer participated in a special conference for prisoners in Brussels organized by
the European Network for Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

Throughout the year the association worked on improving its relationship with the
local and international media, in addition to social media. During 2013, Addameer
gave 56 international interviews and 106 local interviews. Addameer also published
113 press releases (63 in English and 50 in Arabic). The association held a press
conference, and participated with PNGO network in another conference on the
prisoners’ issues. Addameer also published 29 prisoner profiles, 15 in English and 14
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Addameer also made an oral statement for the Human Rights Council at its 23
session, in collaboration with BADIL Center.

Addameer presented a report on G4S for the Special Rapporteur on Palestine, Mr.
Richard Falk, while preparing for his periodic report presented in the General Assembly
at its 68 session. In his report Folk quoted Addameer several times.

The association met with the European Parliament several times, and made a
presentation in Parliament on the prisoners’ issues in an effort to send a fact-finding
mission by the Parliament to investigate the detainees’ conditions in detention.
Addameer’s efforts succeeded in leading the Parliament to decide on sending a fact-
finding mission which took place in March 2014.

Addameer coordinated the visit of six British Parliament members to Ofer Military Court.
The association also met with many European and other international representatives
to the Palestinian Authority, and provided them with detailed information on the
prisoners situation. The international representatives that Addameer met with
included those of Australia, Ireland, Germany, Sweden, Slovenia, Argentina, Japan,
and Mexico.

Addameer also met with the European Council during their visit to the Palestinian
Legislative Council. The association provided the Inter-Parliamentary Union with
information and developments on detained Palestinian Legislative Council members.

Addameer met with 81 delegations that visited the association during the year, which
included 1,276 people, at a rate of 7 visits per month. Comparing these numbers with
2012, arise in the number of delegations that have visited the association was noted,
reflecting the expansion in Addameer’s network. It also reflects Addameer’s good
reputation, reliability, performance and professionalism. These meetings were an
excellent opportunity to connect directly with the international public on Palestinian
human rights issues. They also contributed in raising awareness and highlighting the
role of solidarity campaigns with prisoners.
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Forth Result:

Lobbying and advocating for stronger international support to hold Israel
accountable for its actions, and to pressure Israel to change its practices and
policies

K Indicators:
1.

Increasetheinternationalcommunity’sattentionandintervention,
especially the United Nations’ and its various bodies, to support
the prisoners issues.

2. Increase the requests for information and interviews by the
United Nations bodies, international organizations, the media
and others.

3. Increase of reference and mention of Addameer’s legal
interventions and support for prisoners’ issues in the media and
publications by the association itself and other organizations.

4. Increase Addameer’s efforts to reach decision makers, human
rights organizations and activists groups both locally and

internationally, which includes arranging for court visits and
awareness meetings. /

Addameer submitted five individual complaints on administrative detention cases
for the United Nation’s Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the complaints also
addressed issues of torture and the hunger strike.

In coordination with the Palestinian Human Rights Organizations Council (PHROC),
Addameer submitted a report to the Human Rights’ Council for the Universal
Periodic Review, which was supposed to be held for the Israeli occupation state. Yet,
Israel boycotted the session, which led to postponing the review. For this regard,
representatives from two organizations from PHROC visited the Human Rights Council
for two lobbying visits.
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As part of the human rights defenders’ campaign, the association focused this year
on the issue of our colleague Anas al-Barghouthi, who was arrested in September
and detained for several weeks. The campaign was coordinated with different
organizations: OMCT, the Regional Lawyers Guild, USA National Lawyers Guild,
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Frontline Defenders, the EU and others.

Addameer issued several statements and an urgent appeal for intervention in Anas’s
case; the appeal was signed by )
all the organizations mentioned
above along with Addameer, with
the exception of the European
Union. Yet, the EU took part in the
campaign by visiting Ofer military
court once, and monitoring court
hearings. The association also
created a Facebook page that calls
for the release of Anas. Anas was
later released on bail until his trial.

The letter writing campaign is still ongoing, in which Addameer provides different
groups from France with the necessary information and feedback on prisoner’s
location and status. Addameer developed a new relationship with the Friends Group
from Los Angeles so they will have a messages campaign. Such campaigns need
periodic follow-ups; but due to Addameer’s limited work capacity, the letter writing
campaign is particularly time consuming, which obviously has a negative impact on
the campaign itself.
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Due to the continuation of the hunger strikes and the heavy work load, the Lobbying
and Advocacy Unit merged the work of two campaigns together, the “Prisoners at
risk” and the general prisoners campaign. The unit focused its work during the year
on a campaign against the global security company, G4S, in coordination with War
on Want, the BNC and many other Palestine solidarity groups. Addameer provided
the campaign with all of the information on the detention situations of Palestinian
prisoners, methods of torture that they are exposed to, solitary confinement policies
and other violations they face through the different detention stages.

Addameer started a speaking tour in Britain and Scotland, in coordination with War on
Want and the Committee of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. The tour included
public meetings and meetings with local organizations and activists, to introduce
them to the prisoners’ issues and the importance of solidarity with prisoners. The
association also went on a similar tour in Norway in coordination with the Palestinian
Committee there, as part of the week organized by the committee to highlight and
discuss the issue of the global security services company G4S.

As part of Addameer’s preparations for the Palestinian Prisoners’ Day, it activated
the administrative detention campaign and prepared and updated its electronic
information, which includes two factsheets, an updated report on administrative
detention, six profiles of administrative detainees, and seven short video interviews.
The above mentioned information was published on the new web page for the
administrative detention campaign, and was translated to several languages including
French and Spanish.

In preparation for this activity, Addameer contacted dozens of solidarity networks
around the world (150 groups) to encourage them to participate in the solidarity day
withadministrative detainees. The Lobbyingand Advocacy unitwentonaninternational
tour that included six different European countries (Belgium, Netherlands, Germany,
Poland, Slovenia and Italy), where they met with several institutions and civil society
activists, a number of political figures, and local media.
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Hurryyat, Defense for Children International, Al-Hag, Ensan, and Addameer.

Addameer participated along with the Ministry of Prisoners Affairs and some of the
former members of the committee in the formal meeting with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations during his official visit to the Occupied Territory. Addameer
provided a summary about the prisoners’ reality, the most important violations that
they are exposed to, and some of the association’s publications. Addameer was
invited as part of this group to meet with members of the European Council, a group
that visited the Palestinian Legislative Council during the year 2013, and provided a
summary about Palestinian political prisoners and the reality faced by them in prisons,
administrative detention and the hunger strikes.

Addameer co-organized activities for the campaign against G4S, a global security
company, with PNGO, Stop the Wall Campaign, and the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement.

Third result:

Continue in raising public awareness and support for the issue of prisoners
locally, regionally and internationally.

K Indicators:
1

. Develop a public campaign about the Palestinian prisoners
with a special focus on children, women, isolation, and other
issues.

2. Develop the administrative detention campaign by advocating
the signatories of the Fourth Geneva convention to respect
and enforce their obligations.

3. Devote special effort to the “human rights defenders’

campaign.
4. Improve the “Prisoners at risk” campaign. j
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Second Result:

Activate the role of Addameer in local, regional and international coalitions
and networks that work in the field and support prisoner and detainee issues.

K Indicators:
1. Join local, regional and international coalitions and networks to

broaden the association’s work reach.

2. Have an active role to ensure the implementation of a local
strategy for the protection of human rights’ defenders.

3. Activate a joint strategy through the Palestinian Human Rights
Organizations Council on the issues of prisoners, especially
administrative detention, isolation and many others.

4. Activate Addameer’s role in the High Commission for Prisoners’
Affairs and Palestinian’s NGOs Network. J

Addameer continues to strengthen its relations with the World Organizations Against
Torture, the International Federation for Human Rights, and FrontLine Defenders, and
provides them with information about individual prisoners’ when needed.

During the association’s tour in the United States, it coordinated with the National
Lawyers Guild a visit for a delegation and for other people from the US to conduct an
investigation on the Palestinian prisoners’ conditions. The visit took place in 2014.

Addameer worked on activating the Palestinian Human Rights Organizations Council
to support and lobby the cause of the prisoners through the issuance of common
data, particularly with regards to the hunger strikes.

Dueto 2013 beingthe 10 year anniversary of Marwan Bargouti’s arrest, Addameerand
other local organizations who came together a decade ago in the Jericho International
Conference on political prisoners held a conference highlighting prisoner issues.
This Committee is composed of the Ministry of Prisoners Affairs, the Prisoners’ Club,
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many of the field workers of human rights organizations together to strengthen the
cooperation and exchange information. It also participated in a workshop for sick
prisoners organized by Hurryyat where a committee was formed to follow up the issue,
and Addameer was an active member of the committee. The association participated
in @ workshop organized by Defense of Children International - Palestine, on the
mechanisms and criteria for filing complaints for torture against detained children
and to coordinate strategies in this regard.

The Documentation and Studies Unit
prepared the annual international
statement that the association
usually presents to the United
Nations Special Commission for Israeli
violations in  Occupied Palestine
and Arab territories. The testimony
focused on the latest hunger strikes,
the re-arrest of released prisoners, e »
the murder of Maysara Abu Hamdiya ' b o=
and Arafat Jaradat, the targeting of B S~ N
Addameer, and the arrest of the

colleague Ayman Nasser who is a human rights’ defender.

For the second year, the association effectively participated in the regional forum
that monitors places of detention in the Middle East and North Africa, Addameer also
participated in four regional workshops that included visits to prisons in Tunisia and
Lebanon.

The unit also participated in the preparations and coordination for the twentieth
anniversary of Addameer.
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The unit documented all violations against isolated prisoners, related to health
conditions, disciplinary sanctions, repression, inspection, break-ins by special units,
family visits, torture, and the hunger strikes. Some of these violations were documented
with 23 affidavits.

The periodic visits to the hunger strikers’ formed 25% of the total visits during the
year. We followed up with 37 individual hunger strikers and even visited some of
them several times. The visits also fully documented the medical conditions of 43
prisoners, and some of them were transferred to Physicians for Human Rights, and
other organizations to follow up their case.

The Documentation Unitalso continued updating the data base with statistics, modified
different lists, updated information that is collected through visits, collected reports
from other organizations and materials published in the media or other sources about
prisoner and detainee issues. The database is a major source for the preparation of
individual stories, fact sheets, and legal reports published by the association and it is
the main source that provides information to the researchers, local and international
institutions, academics and journalists, especially those who prepare documentaries
or specialized research on prisoners’ issues.

Addameer conducted 12 field visits during the year to areas exposed to waves of arrests
and violations that have accompanied these arrests. We documented 19 affidavits, in
recorded videos and took photographs to be used for the archive. These visits included
most areas of the Occupied Territory. Addameer developed a wide relationship with
the local community through these visits, which helped to communicate and obtain
information quickly and on a regular basis.

The documents that are collected by the Documentation and Studies Unit are the
main source of material for the monthly and annual reports, the periodic electronic
newsletter, individual stories and all materials published by the association.

The Documentation and Studies Unit contributed effectively in developing relationships
with local organizations that workin the field. It participated in a workshop that brought
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7 The second
interim goal

Ensure accountability for crimes and violations committed by the occupation
authorities against the prisoners, detainees and their families.
First Result:

Document and publish the violations facing prisoners and detainees during
and after arrest and imprisonment

K Indicators:
1.
2.

Conduct periodic visits program; 150 visits per year.

Document all published materials, collect statistics and reports,

prepare reports and fact sheets related to prisoners and their
issue.

Develop field research through increasing field visits to different
locations.

4. Provide data on prisoners’ issues for anyone who asks for it.
5. Activate the role of Documentation Unit in the local community. j

The Documentation and Studies Unit carried out 126 prison and detention center
visits, and visited 315 prisoners from all categories: children, women, administrative
detainees, isolated prisoners and others. Visits were coordinated in accordance with
the associations objectives and needs, based on forms that were prepared specially

for that task, all according to international standards of international humanitarian
law and human rights law.
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The training with the Palestinian Bar Association was not conducted due to the union’s
request to postpone it several times for special reasons.

The legal clinic employees at Al-Quds University decided to modify the training
program for their law students, and so training on special procedures wasn’t given.
Instead we pursued with the administrative detention campaign upon the students’
request. We provided the students with information about administrative detention,
statistics and individual cases of administrative detainees. Addameer also participated
in the open day that was held at the university on the subject, where the association’s
attorney presented a lecture on administrative detention.

The documentation training was not held
due to the postponing of the Addameer
training program.

It should be noted that the association
helped the Arab Association for Human , -
Rights, based in Nazareth, at the stage ' ' ol —

of development and construction of m
their new project “Prisoners’ Rights”

by providing them with counseling and \"

related information, and networking. This continued for approximately four months,
during which we provided the Arab Association with comprehensive information
about the prisoners and their reality, and in particular about 30 cases with full details
for each case. We also provided them with the details for all organizations involved in
prisoners’ issues, their spealizations, and contact persons in each organization.

Addameer participated in the final evaluation process carried out by the Arab
Association for determining the general framework of the project, the work program,
the scope of cooperation and joint action between the various parties who are
concerned with sick prisoners, which was the project’s focus.
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Third Result:

The lawyers who represent the prisoners legally, and law students, have the
knowledge and experience about the military justice system.

Indicators:

. Increase the awareness of law students in the Palestinian
universities on military courts, military command’s system, and the
abuse that prisoners and detainees’ suffer from within that system.

2. Train 20 lawyers in cooperation with the Palestinian Bar Association
on specific topics in Israeli criminal law and the system of military
courts - 20 training hours.

3. Train law students in the legal clinic in Abu Dis on the procedures
of military tribunals, and international mechanisms to address the
abuses associated with arrest — 6 to 8 training hours.

4. Train 15 activists about documentation mechanisms according to
the needs of the Documentation and Studies Unit — 16 training
hours.

Addameer lawyers planned two meetings
with law students from Birzeit and Abu
Dis universities, focusing on the military
courts and their procedures, the stages
of detention, and the situation prisoners
are exposed to. We also arranged two
field visits for the students to Ofer military
court.
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important questions that the journalists must tackle, in addition to the main conditions
inside prisons that were observed later on during the tour. The meeting was held in
coordination with the Ministry of Prisoners ‘Affairs and the Palestinian Prisoners’ Club
in the headquarters of the Government Media Center, and was attended by nearly
20 international and local journalists. Some participants contacted Addameer after
their visit and expressed their gratitude for the initiative, and that the information
obtained during the meeting formed an important source for their research and their
observations during the field visit to Ofer prison.

Throughout the year, Addameer participated in almost 12 different television and
radio programs to discuss prisoners’ issues. Addameer took these opportunities to
provide legal information about the prisoners’ situation.

The shortfalls in achieving the planned public meetings comes out as a result of the
heavy work load that the legal unit employees faced during the year, in addition to the
media coordinator’s resignation, and the inability of the association to hire another
immediately after. Nevertheless, we are well aware of the importance of the public
meetings, especially with the increased number of arrests targeting different segments
of the society in particular for children, young activists and human rights’ defenders.
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Second Result:

Provide awareness of human rights and legal issues associated with detention
for prisoners, their families and the general public.

Indicators:

1. Implementation of public awareness campaign entitled “know
your rights” for prisoners, detainees and their families.

2. Implementing “know your rights” project for prisoners and
detainees in prisons.

Addameer organized five public meetings out of the 15 meetings originally planned.
Due to the high and frequent rate of arrests, the meeting included Jerusalem, along
with Hebron and Tulkarem. Noting the high rate of arrests between young activists,
more than 120 youth participated in the meetings. Many of these meetings were
organized in partnership with the Palestinian Grassroots Stop the Wall campaign.

“Know Your Rights” brochures were distributed during these meetings that provide a
summary of the most important rights that prisoners and detainees must have through
the various stages of detention, in addition to the most important violations they face.

During the year, two radio episodes were produced from the original four planned. The
two episodes targeted the prisoners inside jails in particular and the public in general,
where they focused on the strategic plan for defending prisoners, lobbying methods
with the prisoners’ issue, hunger strikes and the health condition for prisoners on
hunger strike. The episodes were broadcasted through different local radio stations
such as Amwaj, which prisoners inside Israeli prisons have access to.

Addameer coordinated a meeting with an international group of journalists, who were
invited by the Israeli Prison Service to take a tour of Ofer prison to see the prisoners’
detention situation. Addameer prepared a summary, which included the most
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Addameer developed legal discussions on the strategies used for following-up with
prisoners’ issues with other local organizations working in the field, particularly:
Defense of Children International - Palestine Section, Physicians for Human Rights, the
Public Committee Against Torture, Adalah and others. The bulk of these discussions
were aimed at finding legal means to support prisoners and deciding on joint legal
strategies to defend them. The discussions took into account certain decisions by the
Israeli Supreme Court in regards to prisoner’s rights to university education, as some
of the decisions looked at it as a privilege and not a right. Addameer didn’t make any
similar petitions during the year.

Nevertheless, Addameer joined the petition filed by the lawyer Ahlam Hadad about
re-arresting prisoners on the basis of Article 186 of the Military Order 1651 after being
released in the political prisoners’ release deals. This is the case for the prisoner Ayman
Sharawna’ who had fought an open-ended hunger strike for more than 100 days. The
court dismissed the petition without considering the merits of the case under the
pretext that the usual procedures for bringing a petition of this kind before the Military
Commission (who have the authorization to issue a prisoner’s rearrest or release) had
not been followed. The court did not discuss the legality of the amendment to article
186.

35 people withdrew their files from Addameer to hire a private lawyer to follow up their
cases, or because of their families’ dissatisfaction with the performance of Addameer’s
lawyers. Also, during the year 2013, a number of prisoners’ families complained about
the legal units’ performance, and deficiencies in providing them with information and
news on their imprisoned relatives. After assessing the heavy work load of the unit,
and receiving the above described complaints, a decision has been made to change
the job position of our colleague Ayman Nasser to a legal unit coordinator, following
his release from prison in November. In addition, a new legal assistant has been hired,
while a new lawyer is expected to be hired in 2014.
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The association also followed up 79 cases of investigation, which lead to the release
of six cases unconditionally, while in 32 other cases, the duration of investigation was
shortened due to the association’s legal intervention.

Addameer followed the trials of 175 cases, and in 19 of them all legal remedies were
exhausted. Consequently, nine cases ended with sentences in favor of detainees, and
in another five cases, the list of charges against the prisoners were cancelled because
of the legal intervention by the association.

We also followed up 20 cases of administrative detention, and succeeded in shortening
the duration of orders in six cases. We also filed seven petitions to the Supreme Court
of Israel, and successfully pushed the Israeli intelligence to decide on a limit for the
detention duration of two prisoners.

The lawyers submitted 55 appeals to stop the extension of arrest and administrative
detention orders during the year. The association succeeded in only six of them, while
the military prosecutor filed an appeal for 13 cases pursued by Addameer and has
succeeded in 10 of them.

Addameer represented the Palestinian prisoner Alaa’ Al Joubeh and succeeded in
releasing her during a parole hearing at which time she had already fulfilled two thirds
of her original sentence. Note that the Israeli courts rarely interfere in these cases for
security reasons.

Addameer submitted eight individual complaints, seven of them on the denial of
family visits and didn’t receive any response during the year, the eighth complaint
related to torture, and the authorities have not investigated the case during the year.
It was planned that Addameer submits 70 complaints over the year, however due
to the large number of arrests, the continuation of individual hunger strikes and the
focus of work on these issues, in addition to the resignation of one of the lawyers, the
association was not able to submit the planned number of complaints. The majority
of the complaints submitted are not dealt with the seriousness required by the
responsible parties, as for most cases, no substantial investigations are conducted, or
they are closed for lack of interest to the public as claimed by the Israeli Authorities.
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The first
interim goal

Supporting prisoners, detainees and their families to stand against the
occupation’s practices and policies of torture, punishment and degrading
treatment.

First Result:

Provide professional legal and human right services in a timely manner, taking
into account international human rights’ law and international humanitarian
law.

Indicators:
1. Provide legal representation for 350 cases.

2. Provide legal and human rights guidance for all people who
contact Addameer.

3. Submit 70individual and collective complaints related to violations
against prisoners and their families.

4. Plead to the occupations local judiciary in regards to public policy
about specific violations.

Addameer received 508 new cases, followed up 698 cases and its lawyers attended
1,985 court hearings during the year.

The association also provided legal and human rights counseling services for the other
30 cases, focusing on the procedure of arrest, investigation and courts.

Addameer followed up with 404 cases of arrest, and succeeded in releasing 141
detainees with conditions, 18 others were released unconditionally, and 11 detainees’
terms of release were reduced.
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First Strategic Goal:

Contribute to ending Israeli
violations against prisoners,
detainees and their families
during arrest and/or detention.






Further to this, when Israeli Occupation Forces’ raided the association’s office in
Ramallah, they stole cameras that had been used for documenting individual interviews
about torture in order to build a visual archive that represents the history of torture
in the Palestinian case.

Report’s Methodology

Addameer’s strategic plan consists of four goals in which four units at the association
cooperate to achieve these goals. The four units are: the Legal Unit, the Documentation
and Studies Unit, the Lobbying and Advocacy Unit and the Administrative and Financial
Unit.

The work of the four units overlap to achieve the association’s strategic goals which
requires continuous coordination and complementary work. The association always
aspires to develop this internal coordination through periodic meetings between
the units’ coordinators, along with daily follow-ups in regard to any developments
to prisoners and detainees’ issues, in addition to exchanging information on a daily
basis. There have been certain deficiencies reflected in delays in legal and advocacy
actions taken, yet, overall, working as a team remains a fundamental priority in all of
the units” work.

This report presents the activities and results in accordance to the strategic goals and
not each unit’s field of wok. Yet, the evaluation will include the obstacles that each
unit faced, in addition to the strengths that have enhanced their work efficiency and
effectiveness.
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Unachieved
Activities and
Shortfalls

As mentioned earlier, Addameer and its employees’ experienced great pressure due
to the policies of occupation forces. In addition to the fact that three of Addameer’s
employees resigned in 2013; the awareness and training coordinator resigned in July,
the local media coordinator resigned in September, and a lawyer resigned at the end
of the year. Due to limited funding resources, and the fact Addameer received less
funding than expected from the NGO Development Center within the program of
Human Rights and Good Governance, on top of which certain submitted proposals
were rejected, Addameer was forced to delay the recruitment process for the unfilled
positions, and cancel several planned projects.

The continuation of individual hunger strikes, the high frequency of arrests, and the
resignation of an attorney during the year, in addition to the policy of insufficient
investigation, torture and degrading treatment by the occupation forces, impacted
the level of individual complaints submitted on violations against detainees during
arrests or interrogation. All of this led Addameer to submit eight complaints during
the year instead of 70 complaints as planned.

Addameer did not succeed in conducting periodic visits to Palestinian Authority’s
prisons, due to their policies that aim to delay and prevent visits for lawyers from
Addameer. The political prisoners have concerns about giving testimonies detailing
the abuses they are exposed to during their arrest and detention, fearing the risk of
being re-arrested by the Palestinian authorities.

The resignation of the Awareness and Training program coordinator and the lawyers’
workload during the year impacted the number of public meetings conducted by the
association, as only four meetings were conducted out of the 15 originally planned
for. His resignation seriously affected the “Addama’er” program and the completion of
the theoretical and practical trainings that had been previously planned for. The group
was informed about the difficulties facing Addameer, and it was agreed with them
that training will be completed in 2014.
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Addameer constantly seeks to

increase the efficiency of its § & ;

employees and to develop the
capacity of its’ lawyers working
on prisoners cases so that they
are constantly up to date with the
latest laws and policies in place
both on a local and international
level. This past vyear the
association provided specialized
professional training on the topic
of universal criminal jurisdiction
which was conducted by the
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Chilean lawyer Gonzalo Boye. Boye lives in Spain and specializes in war crimes and
crimes against humanity taking place in Spain and other countries. Eighteen members
of staff (including lawyers, advocacy officers, lobbying and documentation units) from
four different organizations in the same field participated in the training. The training
came in the context of preparing legal files to be submitted to the International
Criminal Court in the future to prosecute Israeli war criminals for the crimes they have
committed against prisoners and detainees which is in Addameer’s vision to end the

policy of Israeli impunity.

There are more achievements that will be addressed through the review of activities

carried out during the year.
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that the success rate in civilian courts in Jerusalem is higher than in military courts
because of the different procedures.

Aiming to expose the practices of the occupation authorities against the prisoners
and detainees, and to raise awareness about these violations, Addameer has invested
the bulk of its research on the Special Forces’ assaults on prisoners inside prisons and
during their transportation. The association issued a comprehensive detailed report
on what is done by the private prisons’ unit, such as “Natschon”, “Matsada”, “Olamaz”
and others against the prisoners. This report is the first of its kind that targets such
practices. The report was issued in Arabic, and the United Nations Development
Program is working to translate it into English, through the “Rule of Law and Human
Rights” project. The report received great attention in the local media, particularly the
Palestine Public Broadcasting Corporation, where it prepared a special report on the
original report, and hosted one of Addameer’s lawyers in the news to speak about the
report.

The lobbying and advocacy campaigns and efforts on the international level have
succeeded in 2013 as the European Parliament adopted a new resolution, following
the torture and murder of the Palestinian prisoner Arafat Jaradat, that called for the
sending of a fact-finding committee in regards to Palestinian political prisoners in Israeli
prisons. A delegation of the Committee on Relations with the Palestinian Legislative
Council visited the Occupied Territory in April, and met with different parties such as
Addameer, Defense for Children International, and some of the former prisoners and
prisoners’ families. After their visit, the committee invited Addameer to a presentation
for the European Parliament in June on Palestinian political prisoners and the issues
they face, in the context of preparations for the formation of a fact-finding mission.
The mission visited Palestine in March of 2014.

One of the most prominent contributions of Addameer in the media in the past year
was in providing Al-Jazeera with information regarding administrative detention
amongst other legal materials on political prisoners. This was for the preparation of a
documentary on political prisoners and administrative detention which was broadcast
by Al-Jazeera in November 2013. Addameer received official thanks for their efforts in
helping with the production of this documentary.

Addameer Prisoner Support and 18 Annual Report 2013
Human Rights Association




Addameer’s
Most Important
Results and Impacts’
Achieved

Addameerhasgainedarespectablereputation, especially fortheirlegal professionalism
and performance among prisoners and their families as it has been working with
prisoners’ for more than twenty years. This trust was constantly reinforced through
Addameer’s policies such as focusing on the most targeted areas for raids and arrests,
in addition to the intensification of follow-ups and other pressing issues such as
prisoners’ medical status, hunger strikes, administrative detention, and the repeated
attacks on prisoners in various prisons.

Addameer succeeded during 2013 in strengthening its network with local municipal
councils, local organizations, youth groups and popular committees, particularly in the
targeted villages and towns threatened by settlement expansion, house demolitions
and the construction of the Apartheid Wall. This helped the association to organize
field visits to many cities and villages during the year such as: Azzun, Safa’, Aroub
Refugee’s Camp, Kafr Hares, Qaryout, Orif, Beit Ummar, Ni’lin, Hebron and many
others. Addameer documented the arrests and violations that accompany the arrests
during these field visits, in addition to raising people’s awareness in these areas on the
importance of documenting these violations in order to assure future accountability
for war criminals responsible for these crimes.

The increasing number of cases that Addameer receives annually is considered one of
the most important indicators of the local communities trust in the professionalism
of the association and its employees. Addameer received 508 cases during 2013,
where only 35 were withdrawn. The most successful program is the legal defense
program provided by the association which achieved 36.6% successes in all the legal
issues being pursued by the association, either through the release or shortening the
duration of the actual sentences of prisoners and detainees. It should be noted here
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in particular, with the beginning of the peace negotiations which coincided with an
announcement of settlement expansion, on top of which there was an increase in
settler attacks on Palestinian civilians and their property without the settlers being
held accountable or legally liable. In addition to this there was an increase in the
number of house demolition, particularly in Area (C), and many other violations that
could be classified as war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Political division remained in the Palestinian political arena, leading to several human
rights violations such as the right to freedom of expression, right of peaceful protest,
and many more. The decision made to return to negotiations without guaranteed
core assurances that Israel would commit to, led many Palestinians to oppose the
negotiations but, unfortunately, the Palestinian security services arrested all people
who expressed their rejection of this political program.

Addameer continued to support political prisoners and intensified its efforts to expand
the network of solidarity with these prisoners. This included continued coordination
with local human rights organizations, in particular the members of the Palestinian
Human Rights Organizations Council (PHROC), and other organizations concerned
with the prisoners’ issue, in addition to the Ministry of Prisoners’ Affairs. Similarly
on the international level, Addameer succeeded through its various tours and its
participation in numerous conferences and campaigns, in raising the level of solidarity
with the issues of Palestinian political prisoners, especially through the international
campaign against the security company G4S, in partnership with the Palestinian
Boycott, Divestment Sanctions Committee (BNC), and War on Want. Dozens more
local and international organizations joined the campaign.
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form of torture. In an attempt to protect its unjust law, the Israeli occupation compared
the proposed legislation to the practices of the U.S authorities against hunger strikers
in Guantanamo.

The Occupation authorities committed to release three batches of prisoners who were
imprisoned before the Oslo agreement by the end of the year, yet the fourth batch was
not released, and they weren’t released before the end of the formal negotiations.
Such an act was expected from the Israeli occupation and in particular because the
fourth group included prisoners from Jerusalem and the 1948 Palestinian occupied
territories.

2013 alsowitnessedagreatincreaseinthe numberofraidsbythe prisonadministrations
and the special units to the sections of the prisoners and their rooms, in comparison
to the past three years. Addameer’s documentation and study unit documented 175
raids throughout the year, which represents a 22% increase in comparison with 2012
and 75% increase in comparison with 2011. These raids were performed in all prisons
but mainly in: Asgalan, Nagb, Nafha, Rimon, Eishel, Shata, and Jalbou’ prisons.

These attacks were carried out by the prison administration and its affiliated special
units, particularly Natschon and Metsada units, through provocative inspection
campaigns, during the hunger strikes, both the administrative detainees’ hunger
strike, and the Jordanian prisoners strike; and also following the wave of protests that
swept the various prisons after the death of Arafat Jaradat, Maysara Abu Hamdiya,
and Hasan al-Turabi, the detainee who died in Afula hospital on November 5" of 2013
as a result of deliberate medical neglect.

The prisoners and detainees are subjected to cruel physical and psychological torture
during incursions, which are often inhuman and degrading. Examples of the harm
imposed on prisoners are the denial of family visits, isolation, deprivation of daily
walks, denying prisoners from purchasing food from the prison canteen and many
other forms of torture and inhuman and degrading treatment.

Addameer noticed systematic escalations in the violations by the occupation
authorities, on the human rights level and in general. These violations increased,
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The
Reality of Human
Rights During the

Report’s Period

In 2013, the overall number of prisoners increased in comparison with 2012 by 400
prisoners. By the end of the year, 2013, the total number of prisoners was 5,033
prisoners; while it was 4,656 by the end of 2012 and 4,970 by the end of 2011.

The most dangerous developmentsin the abuses that accompany the arrests coincided
with the return of negotiations between the PA and the Israeli government, where
the PA committed to not signing any treaty on international human rights during the
nine months of negotiations. The abuses consisted of premeditated murder of people
that the IOF wanted to arrest, or the murder of people who were in the same houses
or neighborhoods during the arrest time. Such actions resulted in the murder of 7
Palestinians during various arrests that took place in the second half of the year.

The systematic physical and psychological torture against Palestinian prisoners and
detainees in detention and interrogation centers continued, which led to the murder
of Arafat Jaradat, in Megiddo prison on February 22" following his brutal torture.
There has not been any positive developments pertaining to medical care, but quite
the opposite, as the occupation forces intensified its deliberate medical neglect. A
victim of this deliberate medical negligence was Maysara Abu Hamdiya, who was
killed on April 2" in Soroka Hospital.

The Occupation authorities breached its obligations that were agreed upon during the
hunger strike in 2012 that included an obligation to limit the policy of administrative
detention. Consequently, administrative detainees continued their battle against this
method of arbitrary detention through individual hunger strikes. In response to the
strike, the Israeli Prison Service (IPS) and the Ministry of Justice began the process of
introducing “force - feeding” legislation, that will lead to legalizing torture. According
to the World Health Organization, feeding a prisoner on hunger strike is considered a
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Arab land. Addameer also submitted a report under the Universal Periodic Review,
which is organized by the Human Rights Council on the performance of states and
their commitment to human rights, which are reviewed for each state once every four
years.

Addameer implemented three main speaking tours in 2013; the first was conducted
in England and Scotland, the second tour visited seven states in the United States of
America, and the third visited seven European countries. Addameer also participated
in various local and international conferences, one of which was the launch of “The
release of Marwan Barghouthi and all Palestinian Political Prisoners” campaign that
was held in South Africa, in addition to participating in the advocacy and lobbying tour
that took place there.

In 2013 Addameer worked on re-activating its campaign against Administrative
Detention on the occasion of the Palestinian Prisoners’ Day held annually on the
17" of April. An electronic campaign was prepared which included a legal report,
individual stories, and logo for the campaign. The campaign reached out to more than
150 activists’ groups to support the Palestinian people’s rights to participate in the
campaign, which received a positive reaction by them.

Addameer prepared two issues of the electronic newsletter, three fact sheets, a
report on the Special Units, an annual report on the violations, a report regarding
the Apartheid Wall, and a study on the economic exploitation of prisoners which will
be published in 2014. Addameer also published 113 press releases and 29 prisoners’
profiles.
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on visiting prisoners increased throughout the year and in many cases the prisoners
refused to give their testimonies regarding the violations against them, fearing re-
arrest.

The documentation and study unit conducted 126 visits to 315 prisoners in different
prisons, interrogation and detention centers. Through these visits Addameer followed
up 37 individual hunger strike cases and 43 cases of prisoners in need of medical
attention. The unit also conducted 12 field visits for targeted areas in which 19
affidavits regarding violations accompanying arrests were documented.

Addameer is considered one of the most important sources of information on the
issue of Palestinian political prisoners and the statistics and data prepared by the
association is often used by the local and international media. This is shown by the
increased number of delegations who visit the association, in addition to the increase
in the number of different parties who ask for and rely on our data, such as political
representatives, international human rights organizations, researchers, academics and
many others. In 2013, delegation visits to the association reached 81, which included
approximately 1,276 people who heard about the prisoners’ cases and situations in
detail.

Addameer continued updating various United Nations (UN) and European Union (EU)
agencies on the situation of Palestinians detained in Israeli prisons, especially those
on hunger strike. After the murder of Arrafat Jardat, the European Parliament took
a decision to send a fact-finding committee to visit Israeli prisons and investigate
the situation of Palestinian political prisoners. Following this decision, a group of
parliamentarians visited the Occupied Territory in April, and met with Addameer
to follow up the implementation of the Parliament’s decision on the fact-finding
mission. Addameer was asked by this group to give a presentation summarizing the
Palestinian political prisoners’ situation in a session held in the Parliament in June.
Addameer also made several submissions to the United Nations which included five
individual complaints, a verbal statement in front of the Human Rights Council, and a
statement for the committee responsible for the Israeli Occupation on Palestinian and
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Executive
Summary

In 2013, Addameer received 508 new cases that required legal support. Of the 508
cases, 174 related to children, while the remaining 334 related to adults. Nine cases
were for females, and 499 were for males. The cases were distributed among the
different cities; Ramallah, Hebron, Bethlehem, Jericho, Nablus, Jenin, Tulkarem,
Qalqgilia and Gaza. Addameer pursued 330 cases in Jerusalem, which the highest
percentage of arrests during the year.

Addameer’s legal unit followed up on 698 cases during 2013, distributed as follows:
404 arrest issues, 79 investigations, 20 administrative detentions, 6 appeal verdicts
and 8 different complaints. The remainder are petitions to the Supreme Court, five
medical conditions, and sentence reduction hearing cases. In total, Addameer’s
lawyers attended 1,985 court hearings during the year.

The lawyers succeeded in releasing six prisoners unconditionally from investigation,
and reduced the investigation period for further 32. They also released 170 prisoners
with either conditions or no conditions, and some of the conditions were mitigated
later. The lawyers got provisions for 33 detainees, in which five of them were acquitted
after the hearings.

The legal unit at Addameer had other achievements as well throughout the year. In
six administrative detention cases, the sentence was either decreased or was not
renewed, leading to the release of detainees. Addameer also succeeded in crafting
four petitions that were addressed to the Supreme Court. In addition, Addameer was
able to release the prisoner Alaa’ Al-Joubeh in a parole hearing after fulfilling two
thirds of her actual sentence.

Addameer’s legal unit followed up 18 political prisoners cases in PA prisons, where
the lawyers attended six court hearings and visited three prisoners. The restrictions
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and their determination pushes them to give all that they can with a high degree of
professionalism and credibility. They have our deep thanks and appreciation.

Addameer expresses its deepest thanks for all those who believed in the association’s
vision, whether volunteers or organizations, especially through their support to the
hunger strikers. To those we say, without your support we would not be able to
overcome all the obstacles.
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striking against the policy of denying periodic family visits and improvement in their
detention conditions.

The Palestinian security services continued targeting political and community activists,
through regular arrests and warrants in order to investigate them. Consequently,
hundreds of university students were arrested and prosecuted especially the ones
that frequently oppose the Palestinian Authority’s position and policies with regards
to the negotiations with the Israeli Occupation. Such unreasonable policies forced
dozens of activists to go on trial for slander, defamation or insulting the owners of
senior positions. These acts were a clear violation of the freedom of expression.

Yet, regardless of the tough situation, Addameer made every effort to support
Palestinian political prisoners detained by the occupation as well as those in
Palestinian Authority prisons, through its legal unit. Through a periodic visits program,
Addameer supports the Palestinian prisoners by providing the legal support needed,
in addition to monitoring violations that accompany arrests and detention. Addameer
works vehemently on raising the issue of prisoners and detainees at the local and
international levels, through its lobbying and advocacy programs. It also contributes to
spreading the concept of human rights and raises awareness among different groups
whose rights have been violated through its awareness and training program, which
emphasizes the importance of joint action to counter all forms of violations.

The main obstacles that Addameer faced throughout 2013 were the IOF’s violations
against its employees, in addition to the difficult financial situation, which had an
impact on its recruitment possibilities. Despite that, Addameer stood firm through
long-term strategic relationships with its main supporters and donors, such as Irish
Aid, Christian Aid, ICCO, UNDP and Solidarity International. In addition to Addameer’s
long-term strategic partners, Addameer worked on building new relations with
international organizations, such as: Sigrid Trust, Mundubat, Grassroots International,
HeksEpper, the Norwegian Foreign Ministry, and Heinrich Boll Foundation.

Addameer would not have been able to accomplish all of these achievements
without its employees, whose commitment to the prisoners and detainees issue
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the occupation. This decision made by the PA gave the Israeli Occupation the space
to continue its violations against the Palestinian people without being subjected to
any sort of punishments. The violations include murdering Palestinians, enlargement
of settlements, house demolitions, land confiscation, building of the Apartheid Wall,
daily arrests, the siege on the Gaza Strip, and many other war crimes and crimes
against humanity. The year also witnessed a significant increase in settler attacks on
Palestinian civilians and their property, and even attacks on the religious sites in some
villages and towns, without any accountability. In some cases these assaults were in
fact under the protection of the IOF forces, as stated by “B’tselem” documentation.

More than 3,800 Palestinians were arrested in 2013, at a rate of 11 arrests per day.
This high rate of arrests highlights the continuation of the occupying forces’ policies,
aimed at disintegrating Palestinian society and imposing collective punishment. Such
policies require the need to develop the number and the way in which legal follow-ups
and documentation related to those arrests, and the violations associated with them
are conducted. This would allow for organizations to have reliable examples of the
violations when prosecuting the occupation and its leaders in the future.

The arrests of 2013 mainly targeted children and human rights’ defenders, with an
increase in the rates of administrative detention. In addition the year also witnessed
an increase in the punitive measures undertaken by the Israeli Prison Services against
the prisoners, such as night raids, frequent transfers between prisons, and deliberate
medical negligence of prisoners and detainees. In fact medical negligence led to the
deaths of two prisoners: Maysara Abu Hamdieh and Hasan Tourabi. The continuous
use of torture in interrogation centers in 2013 also led to the murder of the detainee
Arafat Jaradat in Megiddo prison.

The individual hunger strikes by the prisoners continued throughout the year, which
were mainly against the occupation’s policy of administrative detention and the re-
arrest of those who were released in the 2011 prisoners exchange deal. The Jordanian
hunger strike was the most prominent, during which the prisoners demanded their
transfer to Jordanian prisons as stated in the Wadi Araba agreement, in addition to
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Preface

Addameer endured a harsh attack from the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) throughout
the past year, which started at the end of 2012 and continued throughout 2013. The
attack started with the occupation forces breaking into the association’s office and
stealing five computers, one video camera and a still camera, in addition to destroying
the office’s property, including papers and the archive.

The IOF also continued for the third year in a row to deny Addameer’s chairperson,
Mr.Abdul Lateef Ghaith, from entering the West Bank. Also, during 2013, three staff
members were arrested: Samer Arbid the association’s accountant; Anas Barghouthi
a lawyer who worked on cases of political prisoners detained by the Palestinian
authority; and our colleague Ayman Naser. Both Arbid and Barghothi were arrested for
almost two months, while Naser was arrested for thirteen months and was released
in November 2013.

Ontheinternallevel, three of our colleaguesresignedin 2013; the advocacy andtraining
coordinator Azam Sarsoor, Firas Sabah, a lawyer, and the local media coordinator Sharif
Suliman. Addameer filled these positions, in addition to re-introducing the position of
a field researcher in Jerusalem and a part-time fundraiser position.

There was both positive and negative progress in the year of 2013 on the political level,
which affected the issue of Palestinian political prisoners. The return to negotiations
with the Israeli Occupation resulted in the release of some prisoners who were
arrested before the Oslo agreement, and spent more than twenty years behind bars.
Unfortunately, the occupation refused to release the fourth batch under the pretext of
stalled negotiations or in fact because the Palestinian Authority (PA) did not succumb
to Israel’s pressure on some issues. Yet, unfortunately the PA agreed not to join the
basic international human rights conventions, as a condition for re-negotiation with
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no signs that the conflict will end soon, which means more violations, imprisonments
and detentions.

There should be a working methodology and a specified philosophy for Addameer to
accomplish its goals, which is the way towards real and tangible work. The organization
dissociates itself from seeking publicity for itself, and instead focuses on its strategic
goals. Therefore it is keen on strengthening and devoting a moral system that is based
on the principles and objectives of the national rights of an occupied nation who are
deprived of their legitimate and basic human rights, as Addameer is working in an
environment that lacks justice, and in which the human is the victim.

| would like take the opportunity of the release of Addameer’s annual report for the
year 2013 to thank all of those who have supported the organization and its programs
including international donors, partners and the local networks, as well as the public
and supporters.

| would like to also extend my thanks and appreciation to the employees, especially
the general director, and ask them to accomplish their work while maintaining their
team spirit and to take all chances to improve their personal skills.

Head of the Board of Directors
Mr.Abdul Lateef Ghaith
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~ Board of
Director’s
message

The current reality of Palestinian society under the : Y
humiliating and unjust occupation which violates basic
human rights that include arbitrary arrest and detention,
raisesthe need for professional and effective organizations
that are dedicated to prisoner’s and detainees issues. And
so, Addameer was established 20 years ago to provide
the support and protection needed for prisoners and
detainees.

The necessity for such organizations have not stopped
or decreased with the intensification of the conflict, and
consequently the increase in violations and victims. This  Head of the Board of Directors
escalationinfactraised the need for multiplying the efforts Mr.Abdul Lateef Ghaith

in building this national humanitarian organization.

Addameer’s analysis present a relative rise in the productive capacity and depth of
experience, capabilities and capacities and the terms and conditions of institutional
work. However, there is still more work needed in order to effectively cover prisoners
and detainees’ issues.

The outcomes 2013 fit with Addameer’s capabilities, work plan and objectives.
Addameer was able to overcome the internal and external obstacles that it faced
due to unexpected circumstances, which required taking into account unexpected
developments in an unstable and chaotic environment.

Addameer aims to improve its work and its level of productivity, and to enhance its
capabilities and abilities to meet the needs of people living under an occupation which
imposes a continuous need to resist these ongoing violations against them.. There are
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1. The first interim goal: Provide protection and support
for the victims of political and civil rights violations ... 44

2. The second interim goal: Ensure accountability and
stop impunity with regards to violations related to

political and civil rights ..o, 46

3. Third Strategic Goal: Develop a society and
organizations that protect the civil and political rights
of individuals and groups for whom their rights have
been violated 51

1. The interim goal: Increase the awareness of the
individuals and groups of whom their rights have
been violated ..., 52

4. Forth Strategic Goal: Develop and improve the
association’s capacities to achieve its goals effectively
and efficiently
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