
 
On Palestinian Prisoners’ Day 2022: 

4,450 Palestinian are Deprived of their Liberty in Israeli Occupation Prisons 

This Comes Amid the Escalation of Israeli Aggression Against the Palestinian People 

April 17 marks Palestinian Prisoners’ Day, established by the Palestinian National Council in 

1974 as a national tribute to honor the thousands of Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli 

occupation prisons and to support their legitimate right to freedom. This Palestinian Prisoners’ 

Day coincides with the escalation of the Israeli occupation’s aggression against the Palestinian 

people as it perpetrates greater systematic crimes and human rights violations. The Israeli 

occupation regime continues to detain 4,450 prisoners, including 32 female prisoners, 160 

children, and 530 administrative detainees held without charge or trial. 

Statistics Outlining the Reality of Palestinian Prisoners 

Since the beginning of 2022, the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) have arrested over 2,140 

Palestinians, the majority of which took place in the occupied Palestinian cities of Jerusalem 

and Jenin. Arrests escalated during March 2022 and with the beginning of the Holy month of 

Ramadan, reaching their peak on April 15, when IOF raided Al-Aqsa mosque during dawn 

prayer and carried out arbitrary mass arrests of over 450 Palestinians, including many children. 

Alarmingly, the scale of attacks and arbitrary arrests in Jerusalem is reminiscent of Israeli 

attacks preceding the May 2021 Palestinian Unity Uprising, leading to the expansion of mass 

arbitrary arrests and detention and heightened violence against the Palestinian people all across 

occupied Palestine. 

The number of sick Palestinian prisoners has reached over 600 prisoners, 200 of whom have 

been diagnosed with chronic illnesses, including 22 prisoners with cancer and tumors of 

varying degrees. The most dangerous of these cases is Nasser Abu Hamid, who is in critical 

health as he battles lung cancer. 

The number of martyrs among Palestinian prisoners has reached 227 martyrs, including the 

death of Sami Al-Amour due to the deliberate medical negligence—a cruel and slow killing—

in addition to the hundreds of freed prisoners who died as a result of diseases they contracted 

within the prison. Such was the prominent case of Hussein Masalma, who died shortly after 

Israeli occupation authorities ordered his release after years of medical negligence by the Israeli 

Prison Services (IPS). The number of Palestinian prisoners who died due to deliberate medical 

negligence has reached 72 cases. 

As part of its systematic and cruel practice of necropolitics, the Israeli occupation continues to 

detain the bodies of eight Palestinian prisoners who died while serving their sentence, including 

Anis Doula, from Ashkelon prison in 1980, Aziz Owisat in 2018; Fares Baroud, Nassar 

Taqtatqa, and Bassam Al-Sayeh, who passed away in 2019, Sa’di Al-Gharabli, Kamal Abu 

Wa’r, in 2020; and most recently, Sami Al-Amour, in 2021. 
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There remain 25 Palestinian prisoners who were arrested before the Oslo Accords. The oldest 

of them are Karim Younis and Maher Younis, who have been imprisoned since 1983, and the 

prisoner Nael Barghouthi, who is serving the longest detention period in the history of 

Palestinian prisoners as he enters his 42nd year in Israeli occupation prisons. Nael Barghouthi 

spent 34 consecutive years in prison before being freed in the 2011 prisoner exchange deal, 

only to be re-arrested in 2014. 

There are currently eight Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC) representatives imprisoned by 

the Israeli occupation, among them Marwan Al-Barghouthi and Ahmad Sa’adat. In addition, 

Israeli occupation authorities continue to detain 11 journalists.  

The Most Prominent Crimes and Systematic Practices Carried out by the Israeli 

Occupation against Palestinian Prisoners 

Solitary Confinement 

This year marked a significant increase in the number of Palestinian prisoners placed under 

solitary confinement, reaching 29 prisoners by the end of March 2022, including the six re-

captured prisoners from the 2021 Gilboa prison escape, marking the highest percentage since 

2012. Among the prisoners held in solitary confinement are prisoners who suffer from severe 

psychological health conditions due to the systematic abuse and physical and psychological 

torture they’ve suffered over the years. The longest of the prisoners held in solitary confinement 

is Muhammad Khaleel from Al-Mazra’a Al-Gharbiyeh, Ramallah, who has spent over 15 years 

in solitary confinement.  

The policy of solitary confinement is one of the most dangerous and systematic practices that 

aim to upend social and organizational structures, as the prisoner is held in a cell that lacks the 

minimum conditions for human life, prevented from family visits, stripped of all belongings, 

and only allowed to go to the prison yard chained and alone. Israeli occupation authorities have 

historically used solitary confinement against leaders of the Palestinian Prisoners’ Movement, 

particularly on orders issued by the Israeli intelligence. The most prominent case of solitary 

confinement is Mahmoud Issa, who has been held in solitary confinement for over 13 years as 

a punitive measure against the broader community of Palestinian prisoners. 

Collective Punishment 

The 2021 Gilboa Prison escape was an important symbolic and practical step in challenging 

the Israeli occupation regime and carceral institution. In retaliation, IPS imposed a series of 

penalties against the six escaped prisoners, Mahmoud and Muhammad Al-Ardah, Zakaria Al-

Zubaidi, Yacob Qadri, Ayham Kammaji, and Munadil Infaat), subjecting them to physical 

violence and deleterious conditions, which sought to isolate them from the outside world 

completely. Israeli occupation authorities continue their prosecution, even though their attempt 

to liberate themselves does not constitute a violation of the provisions of International 

Humanitarian Law.  

https://www.addameer.org/news/turning-gray-israeli-prisons
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Israeli occupation authorities and IPS enacted a series of illegal collective penalties imposed 

against all Palestinian prisoners following the Gilboa escape, including, inter alia, the 

lockdown of all prison sections and shutting down of the prison canteens; the complete closure 

of Gilboa Prison, and the forcible transfer of over 350 Palestinian prisoners to unknown 

locations across Israeli prisons; the large transfers of Palestinian prisoners associated with the 

Islamic Jihad movement, and solitary confinement of prominent political leaders; and violent 

raids by Israeli special forces against Palestinian prisoners in numerous prisons, most 

prominently Naqab Prison. 

Following this, the Palestinian Prisoners’ Movement formed a “National Emergency 

Committee” representing every political faction, which sought to coordinate collective action 

and decisions undertaken between the factions. They instituted a broader program of 

disobedience and resistance to protest the most egregious violations enacted by IPS. This 

movement had escalated and waned over the past several months, reaching a climax at the 

beginning of February 2022 when IPS imposed a series of arbitrary restrictions to limit 

prisoners’ access to the prisoners’ yard, and the forcible transfer of all Palestinian prisoners so 

that no prisoner remains more than six months in the same cell, section, or even prison. This 

led to rounds of collective disobedience and negotiations, after which the Palestinian Prisoners’ 

Movement announced an impending mass hunger strike alongside a set of demands. Notably, 

the prisoners were able to achieve their demands a day before the intended start of the mass 

hunger strike. 

The Crime of Administrative Detention: Over 500 Palestinian Administrative Detainees 

Boycott the Israeli Military Courts 

Since the beginning of this year, Israeli occupation authorities have issued about 400 

administrative detention orders, most of which were renewals of orders against existing 

detainees. The highest number of orders occurred in March 2022, reaching 195 administrative 

detention orders.  

Israeli occupation authorities systematically pursue the practice of indefinite administrative 

detention, without charge or trial, against all facets of Palestinian society, including students, 

journalists, women, children, the elderly, the sick, and the wounded. The administrative 

detainee is held without charges and no legal trial. Administrative detention is ordered under 

the pretext of a “secret file” that neither the detainee nor their lawyer has access to. 

Instead, the Israeli military commander issues an administrative detention order and is 

subjected to a judicial review before the military court in closed hearings lacking any fair trial 

guarantees. Most administrative detention orders are either approved or slightly reduced in 

duration. The Israeli military judicial system plays an integral role in facilitating the expansion 

of administrative detention and, more broadly, in sustaining and feeding the establishment of a 

comprehensive Israeli apartheid apparatus over the occupied territories. 

https://www.addameer.org/news/4505
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In response to the expanded, arbitrary, and systematic practice of administrative detention, 

Palestinian administrative detainees, over 500 current detainees, announced their mass, 

collective, and comprehensive boycott of all Israeli military courts with the inclusion of the 

civil Israeli High Court. Since the initiation of their collective boycott on January 1, 2022, 

under the campaign ‘Our Decision is Freedom…No to Administrative Detention,’ Palestinian 

administrative detainees have boycotted the courts for over 100 days, which continues today. 

Current events in Ukraine rightly bring to the fore discussions on accountability for violations 

of international human rights and humanitarian law. Yet, there is notable exceptionalism at 

play concerning States’ and third parties’ silence regarding the mounting and gross crimes of 

the decades-long Israeli military occupation and apartheid regime. 

Now more than ever, the international community must abide by its responsibilities under 

international law and uphold its legal and moral commitment to reclaim and foster the 

protection of Palestinian human rights within the larger framework of the right to self-

determination. 

The international community must end its continuous silence and hold the Israeli occupation 

and apartheid regime accountable for the various grave breaches of international human rights 

law and humanitarian law to maintain international peace and justice for the sake of the 

Palestinian people, including Palestinian political prisoners, quest for liberty, justice, and 

dignity. 

- Join Addameer’s campaign against Israeli military courts 

- Join Addameer’s campaign to end administrative detention 

- Stand with Palestinian Civil Society 

 

https://www.addameer.org/news/4662
https://www.addameer.org/index.php/en/militarycourtscampaign/call-to-action
https://www.addameer.org/index.php/Campaign/content/call-action-join-addameer%E2%80%99s-campaign-stop-administration-detention
https://palcivilsociety.com/

