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On 26 December 2021, the Israeli High Court issued a decision rejecting the appeal to suspend 

procedures regarding the permanent residency revocation and forced deportation of French-

Palestinian human rights defender and lawyer Salah Hammouri. The ruling aligns with that of the 

Jerusalem District Court, on 21 November 2021, following appeals submitted by Salah 

Hammouri's defense counsel, HaMoked Center for the Defense of the Individual and Adv. Leah 

Tsemel on the Israeli Interior Ministry's arbitrary and punitive decision to revoke Hammouri's 

permanent residency status in Jerusalem due to "breach of allegiance to the State of Israel."1 

The Israeli Interior Ministry's official revocation of Salah Hammouri's permanent residency, on 18 

October 2021, follows the Israeli occupation and apartheid regime's longstanding harassment 

campaign against him and his family, including previous arbitrary arrests, banning from entering 

the West Bank for almost 16 months, and the deportation of his wife, Elsa Lefort, a French 

national, separating him from his wife and son in 2016.2 

Since the revocation, Salah Hammouri's defense counsel submitted an appeal against the residency 

revocation, along with a petition to suspend the procedures associated with the residency 

revocation—most prominently the travel ban and halting of residency social security and insurance 

benefits. Nevertheless, on 14 December 2021, Salah Hammouri received a letter from the Israeli 

National Social Security Agency notifying him of the termination of his national and health 

insurance claims due to his "leaving the country" and lack of "proof of residency." 

In the 26 December 2021 decision rejecting the appeal to suspend the procedures of the residency 

revocation, the Israeli High Court cited "secret information" provided by the Israeli Interior 

Ministry, which determined that Salah Hammouri continues to pose a "security threat" and 

"aggressively" pursues such activities. The withholding and use of "secret information" in and by 

Israeli civil courts—the Jerusalem District Court and Israeli High Court—mirrors the Israeli 

occupation's administrative detention practices, in stark violation of fair trial standards, which 

place Palestinians under indefinite detention based on secret material that cannot be disclosed to 

the detainees or their lawyers. 

 
1  Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association, “Israeli Minister of Interior to Officially Revoke 

Permanent Residency of Lawyer Salah Hammouri,” 18 October 2021, 

https://www.addameer.org/index.php/news/4531  
2 Al-Haq, Human Rights Organizations Send Urgent Appeal to UN Special Procedures on the Imminent Threat of 

Forcible Transfer of Salah Hammouri, 5 October 2020, https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/17385.html  
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Following, on 3 January 2022, the Jerusalem District Court ruled to dismiss the defense counsel's 

appeal of the permanent residency revocation until a final ruling by the Israeli High Court on the 

matter. Moreover, on 3 February 2022, the defense counsel submitted two petitions to the Israeli 

Interior Ministry and Attorney General in response to the Israeli High Court, petitioning for a 

suspension of the implementation of the residency revocation procedures until a final ruling by the 

Israeli High Court.  

Salah Hammouri's case evidences the Israeli occupation and apartheid regime's widespread and 

systematic practice of illegal population transfer and demographic manipulation, as manifested 

through laws, policies, and practices, to maintain their institutionalized regime of racial domination 

and oppression over the Palestinian people.3 This includes the cornerstone 1952 Entry into Israel 

Law, concerning the entry of non-citizens into Israel, which grants preferential treatment to Jewish 

immigrants under the Law of Return while imposing the precarious "permanent resident" status 

on Palestinians in occupied East Jerusalem.4 

Since 1967, the Israeli occupation regime has revoked the residency of more than 14,500 

Palestinians.5 In the past decade, occupation authorities have gradually expanded the criteria for 

revoking residency rights to include granting authority to the Ministry of Interior to revoke 

Palestinian residency rights on arbitrary and punitive grounds. Specifically, the forced transfer of 

protected Palestinians from occupied East Jerusalem is considered a war crime under Article 8 of 

the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and a grave breach of Articles 49 and 147 of 

the Fourth Geneva Convention.6 Further, the widespread, systematic, and interrelated 

discriminatory policies and practices of forced displacement and segregation contribute to the 

broader crime against humanity of apartheid,7 as is most recently reiterated and established in 

Amnesty's landmark report on Israeli apartheid.8  
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